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Sent by Member of Beyond Attica Coalition 

 

8 August 2016 

The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo 

Governor of New York State 

NYS State Capitol Building 

Albany, NY 12224 

Dear Governor Cuomo:  

We – the members of Beyond Attica: Close Prisons, Build Communities – are writing to urge you to include the 

closure of Attica Correctional Facility in your 2017-2018 budget. We are also requesting an opportunity to meet 

with you to discuss the urgency for Attica’s closure. 

Beyond Attica is a statewide coalition of organizations and community members joining together to close 

Attica. We formed in response to the enduring legacy of racist brutality and inhumane treatment that plagues 

Attica and other DOCCS prisons to this day. Our grassroots coalition is led by formerly imprisoned New 

Yorkers, friends and family members, advocates for the rights of imprisoned people, and community activists 

committed to ending the violence of imprisonment in New York.  

The history of the 1971 Attica uprising and the state’s violent suppression of that rebellion still infuse Attica’s 

walls and operations. The levels of staff brutality, racism, abuses of power, impunity, and overall environment 

of abuse and violence, continue to be pervasive at Attica. We know that unfortunately, Attica is not alone –

many other New York State prisons have endemic staff violence and abuse. We believe that Attica must be 

closed immediately and permanently to both end the ongoing abuses taking place at that prison and to send a 

clear message that New York State will not tolerate such abuse anywhere. 

Governor Cuomo, we are appreciative of your efforts to close prisons in New York and your recognition in your 

2011 State of the State that “An incarceration program is not an employment program.” We see the closure of 

Attica as a continuation of your prison closure policies. We believe New York must continue to decrease the 

number of prisons and the number of people in prison. A forward-thinking and solution-oriented New York 

must shift resources away from incarceration towards education, housing, health and human services that 

support and strengthen our communities. We believe Attica should be the next prison closed as part of this 

process.  

Enclosed with this letter are the signatures of well over 275 New Yorkers who are urging you to close Attica 

immediately and permanently. If you are interested and available to meet with members of the Beyond Attica 

coalition, you can reach me at: (518) 937-7732, or at jnorton31@gmail.com. We thank you for your 

consideration, and we look forward to the opportunity to meet with you.  

Sincerely, 

 

Beyond Attica coalition 


